Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wrightsman, Palm Beach, FL), "A Girl with a 

Red Hat" (oil on canvas, 9 1/4" X 7 1/4", National Gallery of Art, 
Washington, DC), "A Girl with a Flute" (oil on panel, 8" X 7", 
National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC), "The Love Letter" (oil 

on canvas, 18 1/4" X 15 3/4", Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam), "Allegory 

of the New Testament" (oil on canvas, 44 1/2" xX 34 3/4", The Metro- 
politan Museum of Art, NY), "A Lady Standing at the Virginals" 

(oil on canvas, 20 1/4" X 18", National Gallery, London), "A Lady 
Seated at the Virginals" (oil on canvas, 9 5/8" X 7 3/4", Collection 
of Sir Alfred Beit, London), "A Lady Seated at the Virginals" (oil 
on canvas, 20 1/4" X 18", National Gallery, London), "A Girl with 

a Guitar" (oil on canvas, 20 7/8" X 18 1/4", The Iveagh Bequest, 
Kenwood, London), "A Lady Receiving a Letter from Her Maid" (The 
Frick Collection, NY). Are the works of art about which you are 
thinking the thirty-six extant paintings of Vermeer? Do you know 
why you are thinking about the complete works about which you are 
thinking? Are you thinking about the complete works of a creator 

of aesthetic forms? Do you know why you are not thinking about the 
complete works of a creator of aesthetic forms? What are some of 
the questions which must be asked when one thinks about the complete 
works of any artist? Are the extant works of the artist in question 
the complete works of that artist? What are the contentual elements 
which are repeated by the artist in question throughout his creative 
life? What are the formal elements which are repeated by the artist 
in question throughout his creative life? How many years separate 
the earliest known work of the artist in question from the latest 
known work of the artist in question? What percentage of the works 
in question have you contemplated aesthetically? What is the response 
of the uninitiated spectator in contemplating for the first time the 
works of art about which you are thinking? Are most of the artist's 
works in question mature works? Which of the works of art about 
which you are thinking is the first one that you contemplated aes- 
thetically? What percentage of the works of art in question is 
well-known to those who are interested in appreciating aesthetically 
works of art? Is the artist in question best known for those of his 
works which are most important in the history of art? What percent- 
age of the works of art in question were/are known to the artist's 


contemporaries? How often do you think about these complete works? 


(L'Aire: 8-17-76) 





